
 

 
Grade 6 Summer Reading 

 
Incoming Grade 6 students are asked to read a total of three books during the summer. 
 
REQUIRED: Woods Runner by Gary Paulsen. All students will read this book during the 
summer, and then participate in an integrated unit of study during the first few weeks of the 
school year. 
 
STUDENT CHOICE: The remaining two books should be picked from different genres. 
Students should challenge themselves to explore a genre with which they are not as familiar. 
Note - students and parents should look through the list and find titles that they are both 
interested in and comfortable with. 
 
Genre: Narrative (Fiction) 
Things Not Seen, by Andrew Clements 
Bobby Phillips is an average 15-year-old boy. Until the morning he wakes up and can’t see 
himself in the mirror. Not blind, not dreaming, Bobby is just plain invisible. 
 
Genre: Narrative (Nonfiction) 
Flesh and Blood So Cheap: The Triangle Fire and Its Legacy, by Albert Marrin 
On March 25, 1911, the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory in New York City burst into flames. The 
factory was crowded. The doors were locked to ensure workers stay inside. One hundred 
forty-six people, mostly women, perished. A story of the unquenchable pride and activism of 
fearless immigrants and women who stood up to business, got America on their side, and finally 
changed working conditions for our entire nation, initiating radical new laws we take for granted 
today. 
 
Genre: Information (Fiction) 
Maniac Magee, by Jerry Spinelli 
Jeffrey Lionel “Maniac” Magee might have lived a normal life if a freak accident hadn’t made him 
an orphan. After living with his unhappy and uptight aunt and uncle for eight years, he decides 
to run–and not just run away, but run. This is where the myth of Maniac Magee begins, as he 
changes the lives of a racially divided small town with his amazing and legendary feats. 
 
 
  



 

Genre: Information (Nonfiction) 
Who’s Haunting the White House?: The President’s Mansion and the Ghosts Who Live 
There, by Jeff Belanger 
Come explore the spooky world inside the White House! It’s one of America’s most famous and 
haunted homes, so keep your eyes wide open for darting shadows, ghostly apparitions, and 
lurking creepy creatures. 
 
Genre: Poetry (Elements of Poetry) 
What the Heart Knows: Chants, Charms, and Blessings, by Joyce Sidman 
Poems of bravery, love, heartbreak, justice, and peace unite to offer readers of all ages solace, 
inspiration, and strength. 
 
Genre: Poetry (Types of Poetry) 
Brown Girl Dreaming, by Jacqueline Woodson 
Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway home in each place. In 
vivid poems, she shares what it was like to grow up as an African American in the 1960s and 
1970s, living with the remnants of Jim Crow and her growing awareness of the Civil Rights 
movement. 
 
Genre: Argument (Nonfiction) 
The Bone Detectives: How Forensic Anthropologists Solve Crimes and Uncover 
Mysteries of the Dead, by Donna Jackson 
It’s said that “dead men tell no tales,” yet their bones have some interesting stories to reveal. 
That’s what police depend on when the only clues to a crime are the bones of the victim. Then 
it’s time to call in the “bone detectives..” 
 
Genre: Argument (Nonfiction) 
Fireside Chat 1: On the Banking Crisis, by Franklin D. Roosevelt 
The fireside chats were a series of 30 evening radio addresses given by United States 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt between 1933 and 1944. “Fireside chats” were the first media 
development that facilitated intimate and direct communication between the president and the 
citizens of the United States. 
 

 
  




