
 

 

Grade 5 Summer Reading 
 

Incoming Grade 5 students are asked to read a total of three books during the summer. 
 
REQUIRED: The Captain’s Dog:  My Journey with the Lewis and Clark Tribe by Roland Smith. 
All students will read this book during the summer and then participate in an integrated unit of 
study during the first weeks of the school year. 
 
STUDENT CHOICE: The remaining two books should be picked from different genres. 
Students should challenge themselves to explore a genre with which they are not as familiar. 
Note - students and parents should look through the list and find titles that they are both 
interested in and comfortable with. 
 
Genre: Narrative (Fiction) 
Bird, by Crystal Chan  
Twelve-year-old Jewel was born on the day her brother Bird died and lives in a house of silence 
and secrets, but a new boy in her Iowa town may help find the answers Jewel wants despite her 
Jamaican grandfather’s warning that he is a “duppy,” a malevolent spirit. 
 
Genre: Narrative (Nonfiction) 
Bomb: The Race to Build – and Steal – the World’s Most Dangerous Weapon, by Steve 
Sheinkin 
In December of 1938, a chemist in a German laboratory made a shocking discovery: When 
placed next to radioactive material, a Uranium atom split in two. This is the story of the atomic 
bomb. 
 
Genre: Information (Fiction) 
Al Capone Does My Shirts, by Gennifer Choldenko  
A 12-year-old boy named Moose moves to Alcatraz Island in 1935, when guards’ families were 
housed there, and has to contend with his extraordinary new environment in addition to life with 
his autistic sister. 
 
Genre: Information (Nonfiction) 
Lincoln: A Photobiography, by Russell Freedman 
Abraham Lincoln stood out in a crowd as much for his wit and rollicking humor as for his height. 
This Newbery Medal-winning biography of our Civil War president is warm, appealing, and 
illustrated with dozens of carefully chosen photographs and prints. 
 
 



 

Genre: Memoir (Fiction) 
The Magic Thief, by Sarah Prineas 
In a city that runs on a dwindling supply of magic, a young boy is drawn into a life of wizardry 
and adventure. 
 
Genre: Memoir (Nonfiction)  
El Deafo, by Cece Bell 
Going to school and making new friends can be tough. But going to school and making new 
friends while wearing a bulky hearing aid strapped to your chest? That requires superpowers! 
 
Genre: Argument (Fiction) 
A Wrinkle in Time, by Madeleine L’Engle 
When Meg and Charles learn that Mr. Murry has been captured by the Dark Thing, they time 
travel to Camazotz, where they must face the leader IT in the ultimate battle between good and 
evil–a journey that threatens their lives and our universe. 
 
Genre: Argument (Nonfiction) 
I Have A Dream, by Martin Luther King, Jr. 
I Have a Dream is a public speech delivered by American civil rights activist Martin Luther King 
Jr. on August 28, 1963, in which he calls for an end to racism in the United States. Delivered to 
over 250,000 civil rights supporters from the steps of the Lincoln Memorial during the March on 
Washington, the speech was a defining moment of the American Civil Rights Movement. 
 
 

 
  


