
Explore BT’s after 

school offerings 

for age 3 through 

grade 8 students.

BROWNELL TALBOT

ENRICHMENT
PROG RAM

2019-2020



Table of Contents
Brownell Talbot Youth Sports Organization (Age 3 - Grade 6) ........................................ 2

Swim Team (Kindergarten - Grade 8) ........................................................................................... 3

America’s Battle of the Books (Grades 3-4) ......................................................................... 5

Chess Club (Grades 2-8) ............................................................................................................... 5

Girls on the Run (Girls in Grades 3-6) ......................................................................................... 6

Running Club (Boys and Girls in Grades 2-4) ............................................................................... 7

Serenading Raiders Choir (Grades 3-4) .................................................................................. 7

Introduction to Robotics (Grades 3-4) ................................................................................... 8

Destination Imagination (Grades 5-7) ..................................................................................... 9

Leadership Enrichment (Grades 5-6) .................................................................................... 10

Bottle Notes Choir (Grades 5-6) .............................................................................................. 10

Stock Market Game (Grades 4-6) ............................................................................................. 11

Rose Theater Production (Grades 3-6) .................................................................................. 12

Enrichment Program Calendar ............................................................................................13

ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS
Extended Care Program .........................................................................................................14

Enrichment Program

The end of the school day doesn’t mean an end to learning. BT offers 
a variety of activities to our students in Early Years through grade 
8. The goal of the Enrichment Program is to offer students a fun 
environment to explore and expand their interests while providing 
parents a convenient program upon which they can rely. 

Students’ selections of activities will be assigned on a first come, first 
served basis as the number of participants may be limited or have a 
minimum requirement.
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BTYSO - BROWNELL TALBOT YOUTH SPORTS ORGANIZATION 
(Age 3 - Grade 6)
Brownell Talbot Youth Sports Organization (BTYSO) is a school-run 
organization that provides recreational opportunities for age 3 - grade 6 
students to participate in organized team sports. BTYSO provides 
opportunities in soccer, basketball, volleyball, and flag football. We depend 
on parent volunteers to organize and coach the teams. BTYSO goals 
include:

• Creating an opportunity to learn to play team sports in a way that 
builds skill, confidence, and good sportsmanship.

• Providing an opportunity for the development of every player 
regardless of ability while having fun, whether playing recreational or 
competitive-level sports.

• Building good sportsmanship and positive attitudes in players, coaches, 
and parents.

• Providing coach-training opportunities and encouraging coaches to 
learn coaching skills and techniques appropriate for each level of play.

BTYSO programs are focused on three important principles: fun, personal 
development, and skill development. The organization allows every player 
the opportunity to learn the game while having fun!

Bob Williams is the BTYSO director and can be reached via email at 
robert.williams@brownell.edu or phone at 402.556.3772 (ext. 1104). 
Register at brownell.edu/btyso.

Registration for fall sports closes July 14.

Fall Sports (August - October)
• Mighty Kickers Soccer (boys and girls on same team): ages 3 to 4

• Soccer (boys and girls): kindergarten - grade 2 

- Kindergarten teams are coed 
- Grades 1 and 2 play together on boys only and girls only teams

• Flag Football (boys): grades 2-6

• Volleyball (girls): grades 3-6 

Winter Sports (November - February)
• Boys and Girls Basketball: ages 3 to 4

• Basketball (boys and girls): kindergarten - grade 6
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Spring Sports (March - May)
• Mighty Kickers Soccer (boys and girls): ages 3 to 4 

(must be no older than 4 at start of season)

• Soccer (boys and girls): kindergarten - grade 4

• Soccer (boys and girls): grades 5-6

BTYSO Coordinator: Bob Williams

Location: Lower School Roberts Gym, school practice field

Dates: TBD by volunteer parent coaches

Cost: Varies according to season and number of athletes 
brownell.edu/btyso. Registration for the fall season closes on July 10 
(flag football) and July 14 (volleyball and soccer). Winter basketball 
registration will open in October 2019. Spring soccer registration will open 
in February 2020.

SWIM TEAM (Kindergarten - Grade 8)
BT swim practice groups fit the needs of swimmers of all ages and ability 
levels. Please keep in mind that age ranges are not absolute. Sometimes an 
older swimmer who is new to the sport may have to start with a group that 
is predominantly younger. Occasionally a very advanced younger swimmer 
may be moved into a group of older athletes. These group descriptions are 
provided to give you a sense of our team’s structure and the progression your 
child is likely to follow as he/she moves through our program.

Swashbucklers (Kindergarten - Grade 2)
This group is composed of the youngest competitive swimmers in the 
BT swim program. The main emphasis of this group is teaching the basic 
fundamentals of the competitive strokes. This consists of kicking, drilling, and 
the development of the skills necessary for competitive swimming. Early Years 
students who qualify may participate in this group. 

Days:  Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays 
*It is recommended that swimmers in this group attend two or more 
practices per week

Time: 3:15 pm - 4:15 pm

Marooners (Kindergarten - Grade 2)
All swimmers within this group must be able to successfully swim 
each of the four competitive strokes in a legal manner as deemed by 
USA Swimming, Inc. rules. Marooners will focus on sharpening competitive 
strokes through drills and kicking. Starts, turns, and mental skills for training 
for the next level will also be emphasized. 

Days:  Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays 
*It is recommended that swimmers in this group attend two or more 
practices per week

Time: 3:15 pm - 4:15 pm
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Buccaneers (Grades 3 and 4)
This group is the level in which swimmers move from primary stroke and 
technique instruction to more emphasis on training. Drill work and kicking will 
continue to make up a large portion of this group; however, swimming sets 
will be added. At this level, goal setting will be introduced, and swimmers 
will be expected to be more accountable for their progress in swimming. 
Consistent practice attendance is necessary for continued improvement and 
advancement to the next group. 

Days:  Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays 
(Saturday - TBA) 
*It is recommended that swimmers in this group attend three or more 
practices per week

Time:  3:15 pm - 4:30 pm

Raiders (Grades 5 and up)
The Raiders take on a much more rigorous training load than the Buccaneers 
while continuing to build on the skills acquired at the Buccaneers level. 
Practice times are longer in conjunction with higher yardage requirements. 
Besides the increase in physical demands, the swimmers will be expected to 
understand interval training and will learn how to train at different levels and 
speeds. There will also be a greater emphasis on race strategies. 

Days:  Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays 
(Saturday - TBA)

Times:  4:30 pm - 6:00 pm Monday-Thursday; 6:00 am - 7:15 am Fridays; 
Saturday as announced

Instructor: Jimmy Parmenter and Jeff Nelson

Location: Theisen Pool

Sessions: 
• FALL: September 3 through December 31, 2019

• WINTER: January 1, 2020 through Friday, March 27, 2020

• SPRING: March 30, 2020 through May 20, 2020

• SUMMER: May 26, 2020 through July 24, 2020

Cost:  Annual registration fee: $100 
The $100 annual registration fee is required for each swimmer and 
includes individual athlete USA Swimming membership. This fee is due 
upon first joining and every September thereafter. 

• FALL: $400 (four months)

• WINTER: $300 (three months)

• SPRING: $200 (two months)

• SUMMER: $200 (two months)
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AMERICA’S BATTLE OF THE BOOKS (Grades 3 and 4)
The aim of America’s Battle of the Books is to:

• Support students in their love and discovery for reading by introducing them 
to quality literature.

• Offer books that build on historical values and the dignity of life.

• Develop friendships between students based on socialization, competition, 
and mutual respect. 

Students read books and come together in groups to test their knowledge based 
on what they have read.

Instructor: Tami Petrulis, grade 4 teacher

Days: Mondays

Dates:
• September 9, 16, 23, 30; October 7, 14, 21; November 4, 11, 18, 25; 

December 2, 9

Location: fourth grade classroom

Time: 3:20 pm - 4:20 pm

Cost: $120, includes cost of books

Number of students required: 10

CHESS CLUB (Grades 2-8)
Students interested in learning how to play chess or improving their skill through 
competitive practice, are invited to participate in Chess Club. Learn rules and 
moves, basic strategy and openings, and tournament etiquette. Participation in 
the chess club prepares players for BT’s Spring Scholastic Tournament.

Instructor: TBD

Days: Wednesdays

Dates:
• September 4, 11, 18, 25; October 2, 9, 16, 23, 30; November 6, 13, 20; 

December 4 & 11 

• January 8, 15, 22, 29; February 5, 12, 19, 26; March 4, 18, 25; 
April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29; May 6, 13

Time: 3:20 pm - 4:05 pm for grades 2-4

Time: 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm for grades 5-8

Location: Held at Brownell Talbot - classroom TBD

Cost: $175

Number of students required: no minimum
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GIRLS ON THE RUN (Girls in Grades 3-6)
Designed to allow every girl to recognize her inner strength, the 
Girls on the Run curriculum inspires girls to define their lives on their 
own terms. Throughout the season, the girls make new friends, build 
their confidence, and celebrate all that makes them unique.

The Girls on the Run lessons encourage positive emotional, social, mental, 
and physical development. Participants explore and discuss their own 
beliefs around experiences and challenges girls face at this age. They 
also develop important strategies and skills to help them navigate life 
experiences. We start with helping the girls get a better understanding 
of who they are and what’s important to them. Then, we look at the 
importance of team work and healthy relationships. And, finally, the girls 
explore how they can positively connect with and shape the world.

Physical activity is woven into our program to inspire an appreciation 
of fitness and to build habits that lead to a lifetime of health. At the end 
of each three-month session, the girls participate in a Girls on the Run 
5K event. This celebratory, non-competitive event is the culminating 
experience of the curriculum. Completing the 5K gives the girls a tangible 
understanding of the confidence that comes through accomplishment as 
well as a framework for setting and achieving life goals. Crossing the finish 
line is a defining moment when the girls realize that even the seemingly 
impossible IS possible. 
 
Instructor: Katie Tessin and Natalie Simms

Days: Tuesdays and Thursdays

Time: 3:45 pm - 4:45 pm

Dates:  August 27, 29: September 3, 5, 10, 12, 17, 19, 24, 26: 
October 1, 3, 8, 10, 15, 17, 22, 24, 29, 31. 

Cost:  $30 payment to Brownell Talbot 
$90 additional payment to the Girls on the Run program. Starting on 
August 1 families will be required to register their child and pay the 
registration fee on the Girls on the Run website. 

Number of students required: 8 
There is a maximum of 20 students allowed to enroll in the program.
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RUNNING CLUB (Boys and Girls in Grades 2-4)
Spend the afternoon running with classmates through Memorial Park and 
the BT campus. This enrichment program promotes healthy habits and 
increased physical activity. Students need to bring running wear, gym 
shoes, a water bottle, and a healthy snack.

Instructor: Katie Tessin, Early Years - eighth grade school counselor 

Days: Mondays and Thursdays

Dates: Spring: April 6, 9, 16, 20, 23, 27, & 30; May 4, 7, 11, & 14

Time: 3:20 pm - 4:20 pm

Location: Memorial Park and Campus

Cost: $50 per season

Number of students required: 7

SERENADING RAIDERS CHOIR (Grades 3 and 4)
As Henry Wadsworth Longfellow once penned, “music is the universal 
language of mankind.” At Brownell Talbot, we agree! Serenading Raiders 
Choir sings in the Omaha community during the holiday season and in 
the spring. Grades 3 and 4 practice and perform together as they gain 
confidence and performing skills. 

Instructor: Christy Gibson, Lower School music teacher

Days: Tuesdays

Dates:
• Fall: October 22, 29; November 5, 12, 19; December 3, 10, 17 

• Spring: January 7, 14, 21, 28; February 4, 11, 18, 25; March 17, 24, 31; 
April 7, 14, 21, 28

Time: 3:20 pm - 4:15 pm

Location: Lower School Music Room

Cost: $150 for the year

Number of students required: 12
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INTRODUCTION TO ROBOTICS (Grade 3 and 4)
Students are introduced to robotics using the WeDo 2.0 ReadyGo 
classroom pack. WeDo 2.0 contains everything needed to ignite students’ 
desire to learn while enhancing their skills in science, engineering, 
technology, and coding. The approach to learning is founded on a 
“4C” framework through which students are free to experiment and 
explore as they gain new knowledge. Using a four-phased process, 
students are encouraged to collaborate as they work through open-ended 
tasks and extension ideas, facilitated and guided at all times by the teacher.                                                                                      

The four phases are:

• Connect: The topic or task is introduced, allowing students to ask 
clarifying questions and build on their existing knowledge.

• Construct: Every task includes a building activity to promote 
experimentation with collaboration and construct artifacts that can be 
recalled later.

• Contemplate: Students consider what has been learned and share 
insights with each other.

• Continue: Every task ends with a new task that builds on what has just 
been learned, keeping students motivated and curious.

Instructor:  Kristi Schmidt-Herrera, Lower School art teacher, and 
volunteer parents

Days: Fridays

Dates:
• Fall: October 4, 11, 18; November 1, 8, 15, 20; December 6, 13 

• Spring: January 10, 17, 24, 31; February 7, 21, 28; March 6, 20, 27;  

Time: 3:45 pm - 4:45 pm

Location: Lower School Art Room

Cost: $150

Number of students required: 10
Parents interested in volunteering for this program should contact 
Mrs. Schmidt-Herrera.
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DESTINATION IMAGINATION (Grades 5-7)
Destination Imagination’s programs teach students how to work in teams 
to solve fun, hands-on academic challenges and help them improve 
their self-confidence, communication, and problem solving skills. Our 
participants form strong bonds with their teammates and often build 
friendships that can last a lifetime. For more details on this program, please 
visit destinationimagination.org. Benefits of the Destination Imagination 
program include:

• Students learn to focus, think creatively, and critically and test well.

• The program is curriculum compliant and focuses on STEM and 
arts education.

• Students learn how to self-assess and become better at understanding 
their strengths and working on their weaknesses.

• Kids have fun learning and many continue the program throughout the 
remainder of their education.

Instructor:  TBD

Days:  Mondays (subject to change)

Dates:
• Fall: September 9,16, 23, 30; October 7, 14, 21; November 4, 11, 18, 25; 

December 2, 9

• Spring: January 13, 27; February 3, 10, 24; March 2, 16, 23, 30; April 6

• Students that register must be available to participate at the regional 
competition in late February or early March 2020. Exact competition 
dates for regionals will be released in the fall of 2019. If a student is part 
of a group that qualifies for State then that competition will be held in 
Kearney on March 28, 2020. 

Time: 3:45 pm - 4:45 pm (subject to change)

Location: TBD

Cost: $125

Number of students required: 10
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LEADERSHIP ENRICHMENT (Grades 5-6)
This leadership program is designed to introduce fifth and sixth graders to 
the concept of leadership and how to cultivate leadership characteristics 
both within themselves and their environment. Participants engage in 
various activities including role playing, team building games, whole group 
conversations, and school- or community-focused projects in order to 
recognize the importance of human relationships and self-awareness and 
how to utilize them within the pedagogy of leadership.

Instructor: Natalie Simms, third grade teacher

Days: Tuesdays

Dates:
• January 8, 15, 22, 29; February 5, 12, 19, 26; March 5

Time: 3:45 pm - 4:45 pm

Location: Lower School room #209

Cost: $50

Number of students required: 5
Maximum of 12 students allowed in the class

BOTTLE NOTES CHOIR (Grades 5 and 6) 
Do you love the sounds of BT ’s Upper School a cappella group, Pirate 
Radio? Students in grades 5 and 6 now have their own ensemble for 
singing fun vocal-only versions of modern popular songs! Bottle Notes 
helps students build the skills needed in order to sing with Pirate Radio 
in the future. This group performs together at the BT holiday program 
in December. The only requirements are a love of singing or beatboxing 
and the ability to make attendance a priority (occasional conflicts with BT 
activities can be worked out). 

Instructor: Christy Gibson, Lower School music teacher in conjunction with 
Fine Arts Department Chair J.R. Gould

Days: Thursdays

• Dates: 
September 12, 19, 26; October 3, 10, 17; November 7, 14, 21; December 5, 12

Time: 3:45 pm - 4:30 pm

Location: Lower School Music Room

Cost: $75 per season

Number of students required: 12
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STOCK MARKET GAME (Grades 4-6)
Sponsored by The Nebraska Council Of Economic Education (NCEE)

The Stock Market Game transports students into real world investing while 
learning academic concepts that relate to their core curriculum. Students 
buy into the entire process through active involvement. Students work in 
teams practicing leadership, organization, negotiation, and cooperation. 

Instructor: Cassie Grant, fourth grade teacher

Days: Fridays

Dates:
• Fall Session: September 6, 13, 20, 27; October 4, 11, 18; 

November 8, 15, 22; December 6

• Spring Session: January 17, 24, 31; February 7, 21, 28; March 20, 27; 
April 3, 17

Location: fourth grade classroom

Time: 3:45 pm - 4:45 pm

Cost: $75 per session. Students can sign up for one or both sessions. 

Number of students required per session: 6
Maximum number of students allowed: 20
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ROSE THEATER PRODUCTION (Grades 3-6)
Brownell Talbot partners with the Rose Theater to put on a production 
featuring BT students in grades 3-6. Anticipated start date for rehearsals is 
Monday, March 16. The performance is tentatively scheduled for Thursday, 
April 30. The play production selection will be announced at a later date. 

All rehearsals will be held at Brownell Talbot with the final performance 
in the Swanson Auditorium. Rehearsals will be from 3:45 pm to 5:30 pm, 
Monday through Thursday. Students who are seeking lead roles must 
be able to attend rehearsal each day. Students seeking smaller roles 
must generally attend two days per week. Please anticipate that all cast 
members will need to be present during the final week leading up to the 
performance. We recognize that many students are involved in other BT 
enrichment activities, and we will work hard to make rehearsals work. 
However, we cannot do this with outside activities. Once the cast list is 
identified, we will send a detailed, rehearsal schedule.

Students must audition and, depending on the number of auditions, we 
may not be able to cast everyone interested. The director from The Rose 
Theater will select the cast. Ms. Zeigler will support the production. Also 
there will be opportunities for students to be on the tech crew for the 
production. 

The dates to audition will be announced in January 2019. Registration 
will open for this program in January 2019. Tech crew information will be 
scheduled and announced at a later time. Students wishing to be on tech 
crew should anticipate a twice a week commitment. 

Instructor: Rose Theater and Aileen Zeigler

Days: Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, & Thursdays

Time: 3:45 pm - 5:30 pm

Dates: March 16, 17, 18, 19, 23, 24, 25, 26, 30, 31: April 1, 2, 6, 7, 8, 9, 14, 15, 16, 
20, 21, 22, 23, 27, 28, 29, 30 (performance)

Location: Swanson Auditorium

Cost: $160
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ENRICHMENT PROGRAM CALENDAR

Enrichment 
Program Instructor Grade 

level Cost  M T W Th F

Swim Team Jimmy Parmenter K-8 See page 4 K-4, 
5-8

K-4, 
5-8

K-4, 
5-8

K-4, 
5-8

5-8 
AM

Chess Club TBD 2-8 $175 x

Girls on 
the Run

Katie Tessin & 
Natalie Simms 3-6 $120 x x

America’s 
Battle of 

the Books
Tami Petrulis 3-4 $100 x

Serenading 
Raiders 
Choir

Christy Gibson 3-4 $150 x

Intro to 
Robotics

Kristi 
Schmidt-Herrera 3-4 $150 x

Destination 
Imagination TBD 5-7 $125 x

Bottle Notes 
Choir Christy Gibson 5-6 $75 per season x

Running Club Katie Tessin 2-4 $50 x x

Leadership 
Enrichment Natalie Simms 5-6 $50 per season x

Stock Market Cassie Grant 4-6 $75 x

Rose Theater 
Production Rose Theater 3-6 $160 x x x x
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ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS

Raider Zone Extended Care Program
In addition to enrichment opportunities, parents can register their students 
for Raider Zone (age 3 - grade 8). The program is staffed with experienced 
personnel and is designed to complement the regular school day. 
Students attending Raider Zone have access to the Lower School library, 
gym, assigned classrooms, and age appropriate outdoor play areas. The 
programs include structured and free time, as well as a light healthy snack. 
Raider Zone is licensed by the state of Nebraska.

Learn more and register at brownell.edu/raiderzone



400 N. Happy Hollow Blvd.
Omaha, NE 68132

402.556.3772

www.brownell.edu


